Paradoxical opiate specific paralytic effects of high doses of intracerebroventricular etorphine and fentanyl in rats.
Injections of high doses of etorphine (0.0625, 0.25, or 1.0 mumol) or equimolar fentanyl into the cerebral ventricles of rats induced a sequence of motor effects including catatonia, a novel flaccid paralysis, and recurrent catatonia. These effects were dose related, naloxone reversible, and reveal an opiate specific organization of a central motor hierarchy.